




Please address correspondence to: 
THE STATE SECRETARY, ALP (Qld.) PO Box 5032 West End Q 4101 
1st Floor, TLC Building, 16 Peel Street, South Brisbane Q 4101 

Tel: 07 3844 8101 Email: info@qld.alp.org.au 

Mr Gregory Koppenol 
Chairperson 
Queensland Redistribution Commission 

By email: QRCsubmissions@ecq.qld.gov.au 

Dear Chairperson, 

Thank you for the opportunity to make a submission to the redistribution of the State’s 
electoral boundaries by the Queensland Redistribution Commission (QRC). 

The ALP submission is intended to assist the QRC in its redistribution to ensure free and 
fair elections, and maintaining Queensland’s robust parliamentary democracy. 

The ALP submission will cover: 

1. General Principles for Redistribution

2. Other Matters for Consideration

3. Regional Suggestions to Meet Statutory Criteria

If the QRC requires any further information or clarification of matters contained in this 
submission, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

The ALP will participate in future rounds of consultation as part of the redistribution process. 

Ben Driscoll 
ACTING STATE SECRETARY 
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1.  GENERAL PRINCIPLES FOR REDISTRIBUTION 

The ALP’s submission seeks to present a sustainable redistribution of electorate boundaries, 
compliant with the legislative requirements, and addressing statutory factors for consideration as set 
out in the Electoral Act 1992. 

The ALP maintains that the fundamental purpose of the redistribution process set out in the 
Electoral Act 1992 is to ensure that, except in limited circumstances set out in section 45(1)(b), the 
principle of one vote, one value is advanced in Queensland. 

The redistribution process as defined reflects the original Electoral Districts Act 1991, that: 

• removed the zonal system that resulted in a significant departure from one vote, one value 
as a guiding principle; and 

• introduced an independent QRC for the redistribution of electoral boundaries. 

The ALP submits that the independence of the QRC is significant in both ensuring free and fair 
elections in Queensland, and upholding the public’s faith and confidence in our democratic process 
and institutions. The ALP reiterates publicly stated concern regarding the composition of the QRC, 
particularly relating to section 6(7)(a) of the Electoral Act 1992, and the subsequent legal validity of 
decisions made by the QRC under section 51.  

The ALP emphasises the importance of the true and perceived independence of the QRC, and its 
members, in determining electoral boundaries that maintain the trust of Queensland voters. The 
QRC should consider exercising its powers under section 55 and hold public hearings to further 
strengthen public confidence in the process. 

Notwithstanding the formula contained in section 45(1)(b), the ALP submits that the large district 
weighting is a departure from the principle of one vote, one value.  

The QRC should continue the work of previous redistributions and seek to equalise the value of all 
Queenslanders’ votes wherever possible. The ALP acknowledges this is somewhat constrained by 
the maintenance of 93 electorates. 

There are currently 28,465 notional enrolments for the weighting calculation, representing 
approximately 79 per cent of an electorate on the lower threshold of the May 2025 quota.  

The ALP submits further minimising weighted electorates would deliver electoral boundaries that 
better reflect the one vote, one value principle and electorates that are smaller in geographic area. 
In instances where electorates over 100,000km2 are necessary, an attempt should still be made to 
reduce the notional enrolment numbers by managing the geography of electorates.  

2.  OTHER MATTERS FOR CONSIDERATION 

The Electoral Act 1992 section 46 sets out matters which the QRC must consider in its 
determination of boundaries, with the QRC retaining the discretion to give weight to these matters. 

2.1  Enrolment projections – section 46(1)(e) 

While the projections for enrolment growth to 2032 are important, the ALP notes the commentary 
throughout the Discussion Paper released alongside invitation for public suggestions regarding the 
accuracy of previous population projections. 
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3.2.1  North Queensland 

Burdekin, Hinchinbrook, Mackay, Mirani, Mundingburra, Thuringowa, Townsville, Traeger, 
Whitsunday 

At present, Mundingburra is outside the statutory criteria and needs to gain electors. In 2032, 
electorates projected to be under the acceptable deviation include Burdekin, Townsville, 
Mundingburra, Thuringowa and Mirani. 

The ALP submits that the Townsville region, as the main urban centre of North Queensland, should 
retain its current representation of three provincial city electorates, with the boundaries rebalanced 
as necessary.   

On 2032 projections, Mirani will need to gain electors. The ALP submits Mirani should move to the 
north to achieve this, with the southern areas of Mirani also moving to Gregory. A more northern 
location would better align Mirani’s communities of interest in the areas surrounding Mackay, with a 
potential to also extend Mirani into areas north of Mackay that are currently located within the 
Whitsunday electorate. The ALP submits a potential southern boundary for the reprofiled Mirani 
should be the existing Mackay Region LGA boundary. 

The ALP submits the suburban communities on the southern fringes of Mackay, including 
Racecourse, Ooralea and Paget be moved into Mackay, sharing a much stronger community of 
interest with the provincial centre of Mackay than the regional surrounding areas. 

3.2.2  Central Queensland 

Callide, Gladstone, Keppel, Rockhampton, Gregory 

At present, electorates are currently within the acceptable deviation, except Gregory. However, 
Callide is projected to fall below in 2032, with Gladstone potentially also needing to gain electors. 

The ALP submits Gladstone should gain electors by moving the communities based around 
Calliope, and including the balance of Benaraby, into Gladstone. Calliope and Benaraby have a 
clear community of interest with Gladstone as their services, amenities and employment hub, 
connected directly by the Dawson Highway and Gladstone Benaraby Road. 

The ALP notes commentary from the QRC in the final report from the last redistribution that it 
accepted Calliope residents’ community interest arguments, but were unable to manage these 
enrolments in Gladstone at the time. The ALP submits there is now an opportunity to move electors 
in this area to Gladstone. 

As Callide is projected to fall below the acceptable deviation, and following our submission 
regarding Gladstone, it will need to gain electors. The ALP submits this should include gaining 
Ambrose and Mount Larcom. 

The ALP also submits Callide could take electors from Burnett and Maryborough, including areas 
like Seventeen Seventy and Agnes Water, further assisting in managing growth in the Sunshine 
Coast/Wide Bay area to the south. 

Rockhampton and Keppel are both within quota and projected to remain within quota. They are 
seats that unite key communities of interest based around the Rockhampton area. For Keppel, 
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With infill development leading to a continuous urban expansion throughout the broader areas south 
of the Brisbane River, resulting in fewer natural boundaries and less defined discrete communities 
separated by existing local government boundaries, the ALP submits that the QRC treat these 
regions together. 

3.7.1  Redland Coast 

Capalaba, Oodgeroo, Redlands 

In the Redlands coastal area, Oodgeroo needs to gain electors with Redlands being able to 
rebalance these enrolments.  

With Oodgeroo needing to grow, the ALP submits a greater portion of the suburb of Thornlands 
should be transferred to Oodgeroo from Redlands, with this suburb already split between these 
electorates. There exists a strong community of interest and way of connection along Cleveland-
Redland Bay Road between Thornlands and Cleveland, within Oodgeroo.  

Capalaba is projected to fall outside the allowable deviation and consideration could also be given 
to transferring the entirety of Thornlands from Redlands to Oodgeroo, allowing a small exchange 
between Oodgeroo and Capalaba in the north, such as more of southern Wellington Point, to 
balance projected growth. 

3.7.2  Brisbane South 

Algester, Bulimba, Chatsworth, Greenslopes, Inala, Lytton, Mansfield, Miller, Mount Ommaney, 
South Brisbane, Stretton, Toohey 

At present, Toohey needs to gain electors. The ALP submits this could be achieved by moving parts 
of Acacia Ridge surrounding Archerfield airport from Algester to Toohey. Further, Toohey should 
also gain electors from the inclusion of Sunnybank Hills, where there exists a strong community of 
interest with the existing way of travel along Mains/Pinelands Road, and strong community and 
cultural connections between these suburbs. 

Stretton also needs to gain electors. The ALP submits this could be achieved by gaining parts of 
Underwood sharing a strong community and cultural link with existing migrant communities in 
Kuraby. Also, the existing western border, Beaudesert Road/Mount Lindesay Highway, could be 
extended further south to include the parts of Browns Plains that have an existing community of 
interest with the parts of Drewvale currently in Stretton, but isolated by a physical barrier (Logan 
Motorway) from existing communities in Stretton. 

Should Algester need to grow as a consequence, the ALP submits it could also extend south, 
keeping the existing border of Beaudesert Road/Mount Lindesay Highway, potentially taking in parts 
of Boronia Heights. 

With strong growth projected in South Brisbane the ALP submits the remainder of Annerley be 
moved to Miller, uniting the suburb in one electorate where existing transport connections link 
communities to the south, and using the rail corridor as the northern boundary. The ALP also 
submits the small portion of Woolloongabba east of the M1 and south of the rail corridor be 
transferred to Greenslopes, recognising its connections to Stones Corner in the east. This also 
allows the Norman Creek boundary between South Brisbane and Bulimba to be maintained, with 
Bulimba not otherwise requiring adjustment and minimising disturbance to existing natural 
boundaries. 
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The ALP submits that the Lytton electorate does not require any adjustments. 

While Mansfield is currently under quota but within the allowable deviation, projected enrolments 
are stronger than other electorates in the region with the enrolment trending back towards quota. As 
such the ALP submits changes to the Mansfield electorate are not required. However, noting 
changes might be required in nearby electorates, any consequential changes should be minimised 
and focus on retaining the suburbs of Mount Gravatt East, Mansfield, Upper Mount Gravatt, Wishart 
and Rochedale together. 

The ALP notes electorates in this region, particularly with respect to Toohey, Stretton and 
Mansfield, contain substantial migrant communities on citizenship pathways.  

Chatsworth is projected to fall outside the allowable deviation. Should the QRC determine to add 
electors, the ALP submits the suburb of Camp Hill should be moved to Chatsworth as a Carindale 
based electorate. Camp Hill shares a strong community of interest with Carina, Carina Heights and 
Carindale with multiple transport routes, frequent buses along Old Cleveland Road and 
Samuel/Winstanley Streets. 

Mount Ommaney is projected to fall outside the allowable deviation. While not required under 
section 45(1)(a), should the QRC determine to add electors to Mount Ommaney the ALP submits 
this should be achieved by including the remaining parts of Darra and Oxley to unite them in one 
electorate. 

If Miller has gained enough electors from South Brisbane, Mount Ommaney could also gain further 
areas of Sherwood, that is already divided between Miller and Mount Ommaney, as necessary. 

Adjustments to the Mount Ommaney-Inala boundary would enable Inala to gain further electors to 
the west, reducing pressure on Ipswich region enrolments, and could include the suburbs of Gailes, 
Carole Park and Camira. These suburbs connect to Wacol and Ellen Grove through Formation 
Street/Old Logan Road and Boundary Road, with Gailes in particular sharing a clear community of 
interest with southern Wacol. 

3.7.3  Logan 

Logan, Macalister, Springwood, Waterford, Woodridge 

The ALP submits that the Mount Lindesay Highway and Waterford-Tamborine Road be used as 
spines. These two roads provide a clear way of north-south communication for localities like 
Jimboomba and Yarrabilba. These roads being frequented by commuters creates a clear 
community link between suburbs like Park Ridge, North and South Maclean and Jimboomba, and 
Logan Village, Logan Reserve and Yarrabilba. This would also separate the two distinct growth 
areas of Jimboomba and Flagstone, and Yarrabilba to spread projected growth across two 
electorates. 

The ALP submits that Logan could extend its boundary west, to include suburbs such as Flagstone, 
New Beith and Greenbank, balancing any transfers in its north and managing enrolments in Jordan. 
These communities on the growing fringes of the Logan region have stronger communities of 
interest with the Logan region than with Ipswich. 

At present, Springwood is within the allowable deviation but is projected to continue growing slower 
than other areas in the region. Should the QRC determine to add more electors to Springwood, the 
ALP submits that the QRC could consider localities where communities of interest follow roads that 
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north of Hope Island Road be transferred to Broadwater, with communities of interest to similar 
waterway estates in Hope Island connected by Hope Island Road, and connected to the Broadwater 
by Broadwater Avenue. 

Additionally, there is a portion of Helensvale currently in Bonney, only connected to the north by 
road. The ALP submits that this portion of Helensvale move into Theodore from Bonney. 

To continue rebalancing excess Gold Coast region enrolments south, and as Broadwater would 
gain electors from its north, it also would need to transfer electors south. The ALP submits this be 
achieved by the transfer of the suburbs of Coombabah, Runaway Bay, and the balance of Biggera 
Waters to Bonney. This retains Broadwater as an electorate based on the northern part of the Gold 
Coast Broadwater. 

Gaven needs to gain enrolments. The ALP submits that the remainder of Pacific Pines and the 
locality known as Studio Village, the part of Oxenford located south of Movie World and Wet’n’Wild, 
should be included in this transfer to Gaven. The use of Saltwater Creek as a natural boundary and 
existing connection with Pacific Pines, already partially in Gaven, support this submission. 

With Gaven still needing more electors, the ALP submits that the small estate off Southport-Nerang 
Rd be transferred to Gaven from Bonney, as it is connected directly to Nerang by road underpass 
across the M1 and shares a stronger community of interest with localities in Gaven to the west than 
those to the east. Additionally, there is a new estate named SkyRidge that the ALP submits should 
be transferred to Gaven from Mudgeeraba. Given SkyRidge's location and design, this submission 
is supported by sections 46(1)(a) and 46(1)(b). 

Notwithstanding the exchanges out of Bonney, the southward transfer of Coomera’s excess 
enrolments through Broadwater would leave Bonney over quota. 

There is an opportunity to realign the electorates of Bonney and Southport as north-south 
electorates instead of the current east-west alignments. The ALP submits this could be achieved 
with a transfer from Bonney to Southport including the suburbs of Labrador, Southport and 
potentially a portion of Biggera Waters south-east of Biggera Creek with a stronger community of 
interest and well connected coastal suburbs to the south. 

As a result of Southport gaining from Bonney, the ALP also submits that Molendinar be transferred 
to Bonney to balance the north-south realignment of these seats. Southport would then also need to 
transfer electors in the suburbs of Ashmore, Benowa and Bundall to Surfers Paradise to continue 
the southward transition of excess enrolments in the north.  

The ALP submits that in addition to the exchange from Southport, Surfers Paradise should also gain 
the Emerald Lakes estate, uniting this area with other similar estates in Benowa.  

Surfers Paradise would then need to shift electors further south to continue the transfer of additional 
enrolments in the north. The ALP submits this can be achieved by transferring the suburbs of 
Broadbeach, Broadbeach Waters and Clear Island waters to Mermaid Beach.  

The southern transfer would then need to continue through Mermaid Beach, with the suburb of 
Miami and the balance of Burleigh Waters moved to Burleigh. Should the QRC require a further 
balancing of enrolments, consideration could be given to a greater portion of Robina, south of 
Robina Town Centre, be transferred to Mudgeeraba. 






