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A message from the Mayor

As Mayor of Burdekin Shire Council, I am proud to present this 

submission to the Queensland Redistribution Commission on 

behalf of our community.

The Burdekin region is defined by its strong rural identity, 

longstanding agricultural industry and close-knit communities. 

Our electorate is more than a boundary on a map. It represents 

the unique character of this region, our shared way of life and the 

importance of fair and effective representation for people in rural 

North Queensland.

Our submission clearly demonstrates that, contrary to long-term 

projections, population stability and economic growth are being 

realised across our region. Importantly, the electorate reflects a 

strong community of interest, supported by longstanding 

networks in health, education, emergency services and industry.

Altering the Burdekin electorate risks disrupting these 

connections and diminishing the representation of rural and 

regional Queenslanders. We urge the Commission to maintain 

the existing boundaries and ensure that the people of the 

Burdekin continue to have a clear and united voice in our 

Parliament.

On behalf of Burdekin Shire Council and our broader community, 

I thank you for the opportunity to contribute to this important 

process.

Pierina Dalle Court

Mayor

Burdekin Shire Council
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The Burdekin electorate’s GRP per capita of $438,914 far 

surpasses the Queensland average of $93,525. This 

highlights Burdekin's economic strength, driven by high-

output industries like agriculture, mining and manufacturing. 

Despite its smaller population, the electorate generates 

substantial economic value, making it a key contributor to 

the state’s economy.

Preserving the Burdekin electorate is crucial to maintaining 

this strong economic performance. The region’s unique 

industries and high GRP per capita underscore its 

importance and the need for focused representation in 

Queensland Parliament. Retaining the current boundaries 

ensures continued economic growth and the vitality of 

thriving sectors.

Source: ABS (2025 a), AEC (Unpublished).

We support the state

The data relating to the Burdekin electorate are based on SA2 information, which does not 

align directly with the State electorate boundaries.
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To demonstrate why the Burdekin electorate 

must be retained in its current form, we now 

present local data from the Burdekin Shire 

Council area. 

These insights highlight the region’s growing 

population, economic resilience and strategic 

importance, factors that support the case for 

maintaining existing boundaries.

Similar trends are also observed across 

our neighbouring LGA’s in the Burdekin 

electorate.

Growth in the Burdekin Shire
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Our region is key to supporting a growth in sugar demand

The global demand for sugar is driven by several key factors, with 

increasing consumption of confectionery products being the primary 

driver. Rising standards of living and increasing purchasing power in 

emerging economies have led to a higher demand for processed 

foods containing sugar (EMR, 2025). 

In 2024, global sugar production reached 182.1 million tonnes. This 

is expected to rise by 19.1 million tonnes, reaching 201.2 million 

tonnes by 2034, reflecting the growing demand for sugar-based 

products.

Beyond food, sugarcane is becoming a key input in the global 

energy transition. By-products from sugar processing are 

increasingly used to produce biofuels, a clean, renewable fuel 

supporting decarbonisation efforts. As the world moves away from 

fossil fuels, sugarcane’s dual role as a food and energy crop is 

expanding its economic value.

As these dynamics continue to evolve, the global sugar market is 

set to experience steady growth, driven by the dual demands of the 

food and beverage industry and the biofuel sector (EMR, 2025).

This global context matters for Burdekin. As Australia’s largest cane-

growing region, Burdekin is uniquely positioned to help meet this 

rising demand.

Meeting global demand for sugar

Source: EMR (2025).
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Pioneering the future of clean energy from sugarcane

The Burdekin is emerging as a key contributor to Queensland’s 

bioenergy future, using its agricultural strengths to support 

renewable fuel production at scale. Sugarcane biomass, once 

considered waste, is now a valuable input for next-generation 

fuels like sustainable aviation fuel (SAF) and marine biofuel.

Several advanced biofuel projects are currently being 

investigated in the region. These are not speculative, blue-sky 

ideas, they are real, job-generating projects with local, national 

and global relevance. They represent a new value stream for 

Burdekin growers and position the region at the forefront of the 

state’s transition to a clean energy economy.

Notably, Jet Zero Australia and LanzaJet have signed an 

agreement to develop a first-of-its-kind commercial-scale SAF 

and renewable diesel facility capable of producing up to 113 

million litres annually. The project will be located in neighbouring 

Townsville and will directly utilise sugarcane by-products from 

the Burdekin, reinforcing the region’s strategic role in powering 

low-emission transport solutions (DSDIP 2024, Jet Zero 2025).

Fragmenting this innovation-ready region risks weakening its 

representation at a time of significant economic and 

technological transformation.

Burdekin’s role in Queensland’s biofuel industry









      

Burdekin Shire Council respectfully requests 

that the current boundaries of the Burdekin 

electorate remain unchanged.

The electorate is growing in population, 

industry and investment and is defined by 

strong geographic, economic and community 

cohesion.

Altering the boundaries risks fragmenting a 

region that is functioning, unified and 

strategically important to Queensland.

The electorate of Burdekin works and  

it should remain whole.

Retain the Burdekin electorate
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